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THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST 



ALFRED WILLIAMS ANTHONY, D.D. 

Lewiston, Maine 



// is our purpose in the Biblical World to publish every now and then a bringing- 
together article. We are so likely to take our religious truths in bits, in various doctrines 
and ranging studies, that we need to be given unity of view. The present article by 
Professor Anthony is one of these bringing-together articles. 



The person of Jesus Christ is pivotal. 
Around him centers all history. The 
very calendar confesses the fact. For 
more than ten centuries all events have 
been dated as either before, or after, 
him. His is the greatest figure in all 
time known to men. His personality, 
as no other, has influenced men. 

Who was he ? If men cannot define 
him, if they do not agree in their 
attempts, yet are they obliged to 
acknowledge him pre-eminent, supreme. 
He is not vanishing from their gaze. 
Let him who thinks rivers do not run 
to the sea say that Jesus is losing his hold 
upon men. The dominance of Jesus 
Christ in all lands, the world over, is 
greater this day than ever before; and 
the control of his ideals and of his prin- 
ciples in the affairs of men is more com- 
pelling. 

If He Were Not? 

What would the world be if Jesus 
were not? Most of the books in our 
libraries would never have been written. 
The literature of modern nations, in 
modern languages, began in monasteries, 
where disciples of Jesus dwelt, and com- 
menced with themes concerning him 
and his gospel. From music would be 
taken most of the hymns, most of the 
oratorios, and most of the inspiration 



which has moved composer and mu- 
sician to express their art. Painting 
and sculpture drew from him subjects and 
motives which refined, ennobled, and ener- 
gized them. Ifhewerenot,fromarchitect- 
ure would be taken cathedrals, temples, 
shrines, and monuments which have been 
dedicated to him and his followers 
Where would be the hospitals, asylums, 
orphanages, refuges, homes, shelters, 
dispensaries, charities, societies, associa- 
tions, organizations which owe their 
spirit and their genius to his benevolence 
and grace? And where would be the 
heroes of all ages, the martyrs, the 
saints, the ministers, the missionaries, 
the disciples, the servants, the followers 
of him, who have explored lands, ac- 
quired languages, transformed customs, 
civilized races, and, with his truth and 
in his spirit, wrought the modern miracles 
of reformation, themselves sacrificing 
unto death ? 

Impoverished and destitute would 
the world be if he and his name were 
taken away. 

Did He Actually Live? 

Men have asked the question. Na- 
poleon is said to have put it once to 
Herder, the German philosopher. Some 
may be asking it today : Did Jesus Christ 
ever really live ? 
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Within the last fifteen years that 
question has received a renewed and 
thorough investigation. Is it possible 
that the character of Jesus was the in- 
vention of a devout and speculative age ? 
Might he be the idealized incarnation 
of ethical and religious virtues, evolved 
from the higher forms of Judaism, 
modified by, and mingled with, the es- 
sence of Greek and Roman culture? 
Are the Gospels true, not as a record 
of fact, but as an expression of human 
yearning, and the self-projection of 
religious enthusiasts upon the screen of 
history ? 

These questions, and others like 
them, have been put with all earnest- 
ness. It is not necessary to enter all 
the paths and processes by which they 
have been examined. Scholars have 
not been content to take the New Testa- 
ment as an unsupported authority. 
They have investigated the literary 
remains of the first and second centuries 
with a care and precision probably un- 
exampled in any other field of research. 
Not only have Christian writings been 
under the microscope, subjected to 
critical analysis; but secular writers, 
pagan writings have been no less pa- 
tiently and exhaustively combed and 
conned. Inscriptions on tombs, monu- 
ments, milestones, lintels, and arches 
have been examined with minutest care. 
Institutions and laws relating to the 
home, business, slavery, goods and 
chattels, and almost every kind of human 
activity and human interest have been 
inquired into, and catechized for their 
testimony respecting the influence of 
Jesus, if any, upon them. Heaps of 
rubbish and refuse have been exhumed 
and raked over, for the purpose of dis- 



covering one single gleam of light which 
would reveal the existence of Jesus, or 
the influence of his life. 

He Lived 

The search has been thorough; and 
this is the substance of its conclusion: 
There did live in Palestine, in the land 
of Judea, within a few years of the 
beginning of the period of time which 
we now call the Christian era, a per- 
son, bearing the name of Jesus, called 
the Christ, who revolutionized, by 
the slow process of his personal influ- 
ence and teaching, reaching through 
many followers and many generations, 
the decaying institutions of Judaism, 
and the material culture of Greece and 
Rome. This is the verdict of modern 
scholarship, with a clearer, more posi- 
tive declaration than ever was spoken 
before. 

How We Know Him 

Jesus himself left no literary remains, 
no works, no essays, no treatises, no 
epistles, no memoranda, no diary, no 
autobiographic data of any kind what so- 
ever. So far as discoverable, the only 
reference to his writing at all is in a 
gloss attached to the Fourth Gospel, in 
which it is said that, in the presence of 
the woman taken in adultery, he wrote 
with his finger upon the sand. 

But Jesus spoke — spoke words of 
vital interest and lasting influence. 
These utterances, so far as ascertained, 
were almost wholly in the form of 
wisdom utterances, brief, epigrammatic 
sayings, together with striking parables 
and illustrative incidents. He does not 
appear to have lectured, or preached, 
in what might be called the didactic 
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or sermonic fashion. At least his re- 
porters have not preserved for us the 
substance, or the form, of a scholastic 
pedagogue. 

An Oral Gospel 

The words of Jesus, spoken into the 
ears of humble folk, men who, for the 
most part, were fishermen and peasants 
of Galilee, were repeated by these men 
in conversation and discourse, par- 
ticularly as, later in life, after their 
Master's death, they became scattered 
and went from place to place proclaim- 
ing his good message, and explaining 
his newly disclosed way of life. It was 
the natural process and the natural 
result for them to formulate, in some 
commonly accepted phrases, the sub- 
stance of his teaching, as they remem- 
bered it and had occasion to repeat it to 
others. There grew up, then, through 
the itinerating ministries of the apostles, 
the substance of an evangelic message. 
This has been called the oral gospel. 
It undoubtedly existed. Its existence 
must be accepted almost as a necessity. 
It must have preceded any written 
form. It certainly preceded the com- 
position of the epistles. It is the gospel 
referred to by the apostle Paul, when he 
says, "my gospel." This oral gospel 
may have existed in somewhat differing 
forms, in different places, where the 
influence, or the recent presence, of one 
apostle rather than another held sway 
and gave authority to one type of 
expression rather than another. 

Recorded Sayings of Jesns 

One form of this oral gospel un- 
doubtedly must have been a collection 
of the sayings of Jesus, penned entire, or 
at least begun, by Matthew. There is 



an early reference to such a collection, 
made by Papias of the second century, 
as quoted by Eusebius of the fourth 
century, in these words: "Matthew 
put together the oracles [Logia] in the 
Hebrew language, and each one inter- 
preted them as best he could." In 
1897 there was discovered at Behnesa, 
one hundred and twenty miles south 
of Cairo, up the river Nile, a little 
papyrus fragment, which has been sup- 
posed to represent portions of eight of 
these sayings. Whether or not this 
identification be correct, there is little 
doubt in the minds of scholars that an 
early record of the sayings of Jesus, 
as distinguished from the narrative of 
his deeds, followed closely upon the 
formation of the oral gospel. 

Written Biographies 

In the preface to his Gospel, Luke 
speaks of "many" as having "taken in 
hand to set forth in order a declaration 
of those things which are most surely 
believed among us"; and indicates that 
these written records rested upon author- 
ity of eyewitnesses. Out then of what 
might be termed a mass of written 
records, which followed upon varying 
forms of oral narratives, originated more 
elaborate accounts, of which Luke's 
appears to be one, in which the attempt 
was made to weave together both 
sayings and deeds, with a proper his- 
toric background, so as to present a 
complete biography of Jesus. 

Onr Four Gospels 

From these many early biographies of 
Jesus four have survived through the 
centuries and come down to us, the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. Even a superficial examination 
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shows that the Gospel of John is quite 
unlike the other three. The other 
three, covering very nearly the same 
period of time, detailing very nearly 
the same events, and in almost the 
same order, have received a common 
name, "Synoptic," which means "having 
the same view." These three Synoptic 
Gospels have indeed so many similarities 
that scholars are quite agreed that they 
must have originated from a common, 
or from common written sources; and, 
from a comparison of the text of the 
three Gospels, they are quite generally 
agreed that the Gospel of Mark must 
have preceded the other two, which 
means that the Gospel of Mark must lie 
at the basis of the other two, and must 
have been used as a groundwork for 
the structure of the other two, or at 
least that back of our Mark must have 
been another Gospel similar to the Mark 
which we have, which has been used 
by all three. The priority of Mark is 
almost universally conceded by scholars 
today. This does not mean that the 
other Gospels are discredited; but 
that, in some of the finer questions, 
respecting the sequence of events, or 
the exact wording of a phrase, Mark 
should be listened to first. 

Tested by Criticism 

For almost a century now the gospel 
narratives have been subjected to a most 
thoroughgoing criticism. At one time 
the church spoke in fearsome awe of 
a "Tubingen school of critics," which 
seemed to threaten the validity of the 
New Testament books, and to take from 
them nearly all claim of reliability 
and trustworthiness. But that critical 
movement worked for good. Manu- 



scripts, previously hidden in remote 
libraries and buried under rubbish, were 
brought to light; incidents and allusions 
in literature and in inscriptions were 
re-examined and discovered to be full of 
significance; the laws of evidence, the 
natural action of the human mind, and 
historical tendencies were all subjected 
to a searching counter-criticism in the 
effort to ascertain the processes by which 
changes might have taken place, and 
thus, by reversing the processes, to 
discover the original forms and expres- 
sions back of modifications and changes. 
The sum-total of all this study and 
research has been to place the time of the 
composition of the Gospels in the latter 
half of the first century, and to vindicate 
their historic character. 

The Personality of Jesus 

The personality of Jesus is unique: 
he is incomparable; his poise and 
balance and proportion and restraint 
and influence and inspiration are so 
unique, so humanly sane, as to be 
beyond argument — as to be, indeed, 
self -evidencing. His personality stands 
forth, from his teaching and his deeds, as 
a compelling force. He holds sway over 
men, not simply because of this or that 
utterance, or this or that principle which 
he enunciated; but because of what he 
was, and what he still is — the incarnation 
of God among men. The human mind, 
even in its most critical moods, has 
been unable to dismiss him in his per- 
sonal character and force from present 
and perpetual consideration. Even on 
the human side the world sees in him 
a sense of proportion, a sanity of judg- 
ment, an estimation of values, and an 
expression of sacrificial altruism, un- 
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paralleled in history, undescribed else- 
where in literature. 

The Religion of Jesus 

The term religion may indicate either 
of two distinct, yet closely related, ideas. 
One pertains to the mind, has to do with 
opinions, takes shape in conviction and 
faith, and, when expressed in a clearly 
articulated system of belief, fortified 
by adequate rational considerations, is 
termed theology. The other pertains to 
concrete external acts, involves modes 
of action, rules of procedure, and prin- 
ciples of conduct. 

One could not call Jesus a theologian, 
for he did not justify religious truth 
by formal proof; nor was he a teacher 
of ethics, laying down rules for daily 
conduct. He taught neither theology 
nor ethics, though giving data for both. 
His religion, his theology, and his 
ethics must be found in (i) what he did, 
(2) what he said, and (3) what appear 
as the principles of his life, as evinced 
in deeds and sayings. 

The Principles of Jesus 

The principles of Jesus are most 
important. They are the expression 
of his heart and life — his very spirit. 
To discover the principles of Jesus, we 
must take a wider view than of a single 
act, and must listen to more than one 
isolated utterance, for neither an act 
nor a saying can be rightly understood 
by itself; both must be viewed in rela- 
tion to circumstances, and as a part of 
the whole life. 

The example of Jesus fails us in two 
respects: (1) because we must do in- 
numerable deeds which he never did; 
and (2) because he did many things 



which we cannot, or should not, do 
today. We cannot walk on the water, 
multiply loaves and fishes, heal the sick 
and crippled, and raise the dead to life; 
and yet we can live according to the 
same principles because we can relieve 
distress, we can set remedial agencies 
in operation, we can feel pity and com- 
passion, and we can ourselves minister, 
even as he ministered, in complete 
forgetfulness of ourselves, and in loving 
sympathy with the unfortunate, how- 
ever wretched and loathsome. 

In our circumstances we are obliged 
to do many things which he never did, 
for which he gave us no external example. 
He never stood before a "mule," or 
loom, in a cotton or woolen mill; he 
never poured hot iron into molds at the 
glaring mouth of a foundry furnace; 
he never stoked fires in the depths of an 
ocean liner; he never held the control- 
handle on the front platform of an 
electric car, nor collected fares on a 
suburban fine in rush hours; he never 
executed orders on 'change, nor dealt 
in stocks and bonds, wheat, hides, or 
lumber. And yet while we do things 
which he never did, we may follow him 
faithfully, and conform perfectly to his 
spiritual standards by exemplifying the 
principles which governed him. Ethical 
and spiritual conformity frequently are 
the closest when the outward expression 
varies most widely from the acts of Jesus. 

Many men who undertake to do pre- 
cisely that which Jesus did, and to prac- 
tice only the things which he enjoined, 
have made a miserable failure of their 
discipleship. The centuries have been 
rendered un-Christian by inquisitions 
and bitterness, warfare, bigotry, and 
bloodshed, because, without discerning 
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the universal and eternal principles with 
which Jesus wrought and taught, men 
saw only what he did, and heard only 
what he said, fragmentarily, a part at a 
time, without due respect unto the 
circumstances and conditions, and the 
modifications which were enjoined by 
other circumstances and conditions in 
the very acts and words of the Master 
himself. Did we do precisely what 
Jesus did, then should we need to go to 
Palestine, to become Jews and observe 
the Mosaic ritual, as did he. Verily 
there is a "letter" which killeth and a 
"spirit" which maketh alive! 

Spiritualized Conduct 

Jesus did not lay down rules. He 
would not be a divider of rights and 
equities among men. If he ever con- 
structed an ethical system, that system 
has not been preserved for us; we must 
discover it in its scattered elements, 
embodied in his words and acts. 

i. The principle of consecutiveness. — 
Jesus "came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil." His method was constructive. 
He inculcrted natural, orderly progress 
— "first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full corn in the ear." This is the 
process of evolution. According to this 
method one must exercise patience 
toward immaturity and imperfection; 
by it censoriousness in judging is for- 
bidden. This principle expresses itself 
in gentleness and tenderness toward 
the weak and the erring. While per- 
fection is the goal set forth by Jesus, 
yet he welcomed those who sinned 
against both the ideal and the process, 
provided they were on the way. 

2. The importance of motive. — To 
Jesus the character of a life consisted, 



not in the sum-total of acts, but in the 
motives behind those acts. He regarded 
the heart as the source of life, out of 
which all good and all evil proceed. 
As a man thinks, so is the man; what 
he means hallows or damns what he 
does. Yet mere motives, even right 
motives, do not suffice; motives must 
aim at expression through their appro- 
priate acts; for Jesus did not approve 
the passive life of merely well-wishing. 
Light and salt, if unemployed, lose 
distinctiveness and merit; talents, un- 
used, vanish; the judgment is pro- 
nounced, not upon good thinking merely, 
but upon good thinking when trans- 
muted, by the alchemy of endeavor, 
into life. 

3. The supremacy of reality. — In this 
sense Jesus demanded reality. The 
simplicity of childhood pleased him. 
Most severely of all did he condemn 
pretense and hypocrisy; he insisted 
upon sincerity. Fasting, seen of men, 
has no value; praying on the street 
corners, for public effect, is an offense. 
The inner recesses of the heart will at 
length be opened to the light; and 
hidden secrets be proclaimed abroad. 
"Be genuine; be true; be real," seems to 
be his cry. 

4. Fellowship with the invisible. — Jesus 
laid stress on the invisible. He himself 
seemed never to be alone; his was a life 
of prayer, of fellowship and companion- 
ship with his father. He revealed his 
father as the father of men. Over and 
over again he taught them that they 
are not alone, that matter and flesh are 
not all, that they are spirits in constant 
relations with the Great Spirit; they 
need not worry; they are subjects of an 
infinite care; they may be trustful, 
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hopeful; before them are treasures which 
cannot be taken away; they must 
serve him only who is invisible. His 
constant appeal was to the soul of a 
man and to the life of the spirit. 

5. The divine law of altruism. — Jesus 
reproved selfishness and inculcated the 
law of love. He taught that selfishness 
is self -destructive; that the man who 
sought his own welfare, even though 
gaining the whole world, would lose all 
advantage and profit, would lose him- 
self. He made it plain that all talents 
and all possessions, riches, honors, 
powers, and comforts must be tested 
by the law of service to others; they were 
not to be held simply for self; they must 
be of service to others. Ministry was 
the goal which he himself sought, and 
the goal which he set forth for others; 
whatever ministers to the highest wel- 
fare of man he justifies, while any thing 
which impairs that highest welfare he 
condemns. In the spirit of this out- 
going love for others he hallows all 
human institutions; the home, the 
neighborhood, the civil government, 
strangers and foreigners, religious in- 
stitutions and religious services, he 
interprets and protects, with a view to 
increasing and preserving their useful- 
ness unto man. Man is the greatest 
object of divine care, and must be the 
chief object of human solicitude. Out- 
going love, whatever the concrete form 
of its expression, is the essential spirit 
of Jesus. 

Two Inclusive Appeals 

All the invitations of Jesus, all of his 
requirements, and all of his com- 
mandments can be reduced to two: 
(1) "Come!" (2) "Go!" 



He called men to "come after" 
him, to "follow" him. To him the 
wicked and the most sinful were invited; 
none were turned away. He offered 
forgiveness; he furnished rest; he pro- 
vided strength; he gave contentment 
and peace; he filled out and completed 
life; he made men one with himself, and 
one with the Father. 

He bade men go forth into friendly, 
helpful relations with others. They 
must be reconciled with their brothers 
before they could fittingly worship. 
They must treat others as they them- 
selves would like to be treated. They 
must visit the sick and imprisoned; 
they must clothe the naked and feed the 
hungry; they must aid the unfortunate 
and the wretched in every condition of 
misfortune and suffering. To "minis- 
ter" unto others was the highest purpose 
of his own life, and the clearest wish 
of his heart for all his followers. To have 
the mind of Jesus is to share his fellow- 
ship, not simply as an attainment and a 
joy, but also in suffering, sacrifice, and 
service for the world, even " unto every 
creature." 

The Living Christ 

We may know the Christ in the 
history of his life, in the principles of his 
example and his teaching ; but he is more 
than a historic personage. He was; 
and, also, we may speak of him in the 
present tense — he is. "Where two or 
three are met together in my name," 
said he, "there am I in the midst." 
"Even unto the end of the world" did 
he promise to be with those who went 
forth carrying his message as representa- 
tives of his grace. Crucified, dead, and 
buried, as the historic Jesus, he is still 
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the risen, ascended, living, loving, and 
reigning Christ, to be known now in 
spiritual fellowship . ' ' I live , " exclaimed 
the apostle Paul, "yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me." 

How Find Him Now? 

May four little rules help? 

i. Believe his word. Intellectual 
assent is sufficient for a beginning. One 
must hear about him; one must read 
about him; one should think about him. 
If one does not understand, or if one 
doubts, then one should investigate, 
study further, and go deeper. Let the 
mind lead, use the intelligence, crown life 
with thoughtfulness and eager inquiries. 

2. Confide in him, trust him. Doubts 
are not bugbears, anxieties need not 
worry, investigation need not trouble 
or make afraid. The truth is safe, the 
truth will vindicate itself. Be calm. 
Others have doubted, others have found 
the light. Millions have walked with 
him, and are trusting him now. Will he 
leave you alone ? Will just you perish ? 

3. Project yourself unto the truth, 
not as a hungry bird to be filled, but as 
an eager devotee, willing to follow where 
the truth may lead. Will you take the 
consequences of your investigation, of 
your believing, of your confiding ? Will 
you follow ? You must. Only he who 
follows, finds. 

4. Use your will determinedly. 
What if people oppose, will you turn 



back ? No. Supposing the light which 
you seek is delayed in coming, will 
you abandon the search? No. What 
if the truth finds you, and grips you, and 
requires surrender and sacrifice, will 
you falter? Then you lose all. No. 
Be manly, be divinely wilful, be deter- 
mined, be strong. The Master is fond of 
those who turn not back. 

Persona 1 Transformations 

There is a law of life which converts 
a doer into the character of his deed, 
a disciple into the likeness of his master. 
He who follows music persistently 
becomes a musician. By the pursuit 
of art do men become artists. Ham- 
mer and saw, wielded and driven, day in 
and day out, make men carpenters. 
And the repetition of deeds in daily 
routine causes men to act, when habits 
have been formed, really without think- 
ing. Wrought into the filaments of 
the brain, become a part of the texture 
of muscle and nerve, are the deeds con- 
quered by mind and will. So, too, 
the Christ, by the transforming processes 
of discipleship, becomes reincarnated 
in the person of his followers. As they, 
by following and imitating him, become 
like him, he dwells more and more in 
them. They live anew in him — he lives 
anew in them; and those transforma- 
tions begin to be realized for which 
"the whole creation groaneth and trav- 
aileth in pain together until now." 

Would you be like Jesus ? 

It is possible, by the way of faithful 
discipleship. 



